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overview 
This presentation 

  Preceding September 2013 

 Now… 

 Tensions… 

 Opportunities… 



 Who are the important people… 

 What are the important markers… 

…that have influenced  
 dance in schools? 



  pre and 20th century 

  Robert Osmotherly Position paper (1991)  

  National Statement and Profiles (1994) 

  State and Territory curricula (1995-now) 

  DEAS: 2001 > 2005 > 2011 > 2013 





GLOBAL<NATIONAL>LOCAL 

CONTEXT 

POLITICAL TRENDS 
  Global idea - National curriculum 

  OECD and education 

  Standards  

  Social justice 

  National cultural policy 



http://artspop.org.au/content/
view/?docid=108 



New Australian dance curriculum 



Teachers combine aspects of the strands in different ways 
to provide learning experiences that meet students’ needs 
and interests.  
  Making in Dance involves improvising, 

choreographing, comparing and contrasting, 
refining, interpreting, practising, rehearsing 
and performing. 

  Responding in Dance involves students 
appreciating their own and others’ dance 
works by viewing, describing, reflecting, 
analysing, appreciating and evaluating. 



  Through Making and Responding, students 
develop skills in and understanding of their 
dance making by becoming increasingly 
proficient in using choreographic, 
performance and appreciating practices.  

  As they progress in Dance, students develop 
their capacity to use skills that enable them 
to perform safe and meaningful movement.  



 Choreographing movement to 
communicate their intentions. includes 
students drawing on their developing 
movement vocabulary as they engage in the 
creative process of making dance. As they 
explore and shape their ideas they will be 
involved in processes such as improvising, 
exploring, selecting, creating and 
structuring. 



Performing  
  includes students acquiring skills by 
practising, rehearsing, refining and 
applying physical and expressive 
techniques. 



Appreciating  
  includes students describing, 
explaining, evaluating and critically 
analysing their own dances and other 
dances viewed 



  Foundation to Year 2 Achievement Standard 

  Years 3 and 4 Achievement Standard 

  Years 5 and 6 Achievement Standard 

  Years 7 and 8 Achievement Standard 

  Years 9 and 10 Achievement Standard 



  …based on the assumption that all students will 
study the five Arts subjects from Foundation to 
the end of primary school.  

  Schools best placed to determine how this will 
occur.  

  From first year of secondary school (Year 7 or 8) 
students experience one or more Arts subjects in 
depth.  

  In Years 9 and 10, students specialise in one or 
more Arts subjects, determined by state and 
territory school authorities or individual schools. 



New Australian dance curriculum 



  Teachers in schools are the key to providing 
students with rich, sustained, rigorous 
learning in each of the subjects in the Arts.  



  The arts industry complements the provision 
of the Arts curriculum in schools through 
programs and partnerships. The industry 
increasingly provides specialist services for 
schools, as appropriate, through experiences 
such as visiting performances, 
demonstrations and exhibitions, artists in 
residence, teacher professional development 
and access for students and teachers to 
specialised facilities in galleries, concert halls, 
theatres and other arts venues. 



  …based on the assumption that all students 
will study the five Arts subjects from 
Foundation to the end of primary school.  





EDUCATION ? TRAINING ? 



Learning about teaching? Learning about dance? 

  Training for dancers 

  Tertiary Dance Council 
of Australia (TDCA) 

  Pre-service  
 teacher education 



standardisation personalisation 



dance teachers… 



Pre-schools and Schools  Industry  

qualified… 

  Generalist pre-school 
and primary teachers 

  Specialist secondary 
teachers  

qualified… 

  Commercial studio 
teachers 

  Dance companies: 
 major +  
 small to medium 

  Independent dance 
artists 



‘the potential for dance is extraordinary’   
      (Brian Caldwell) 

  in Australia 

  young people 

  Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander dance 

  Cultural diversity 

  lifelong participation… 



Which bodies can dance? 

  Cultural diversity 

  Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander dance 

  Crowded curriculum 

  Valuing of dance and attitudes 



  A dance curriculum for ALL students 

  Dance achievement standards for ALL school 
students 

  Documentation 

  Research-based evaluation 



Dance education in schools 2013 

  CHALLENGES   STRATEGIES 
    



Performance at the StaatsBallett by a class of 11-12 year olds from a Munich school: 

  Students’ performance and ownership of the dance demonstrated clear focus on 
the content of the work and commitment to conveying meaning through dance.  

  Sense of democracy in the work, opportunities for solo, partner, small and large 
group work showing students’ individual contributions and collaborative skills.  

  Challenging physical tasks and choreography with thoughtful creative responses 
to the theme + humour, references to popular culture showing authentic 
connections to young people’s real life worlds.  

  Achieved by two young dance artists working in partnership with a school teacher; 
valued working with young students for the learning opportunities gained by 
exploring choreographic ideas with a large and diverse group. 

  Teacher enthusiastic about significant learning outcomes achieved through dance.  
  Girls and boys explained that they’d enjoyed creating dance together, parents had 

been surprised by their achievements, own ideas about dance had changed.  
  Achieved over a two week period, a quality dance project achieved by dance 

professionals working for cultural change in a school.  


