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Context for the dance writing… 

Useful information from Australia Council and 
Australian Bureau of Statistics: 

 Growth in dance participation levels  

  Increase in creative and receptive participation in 
dance 



Australia Council for the Arts 
 National Education 

and the Arts 
Statement 

 Creative Education 
Partnerships: 

 Artists in Residence 
projects 



Dance	  Plan	  2012:	  	  
Australia	  Council	  &	  Ausdance	  



National Advocates for Arts Education (NAAE) 

 Arts educators working in strategic partnership 

 Dance, Drama, Media, Music, Visual Arts 
professional associations 



Context for the dance writing… 
 Since 1994: 5 art 

forms (except NSW)  

 Dance within Arts 

 Growth of scholarly 
activity worldwide:  

journals, conferences, 
tertiary study  
(Honours, Masters, 
Doctorates) 

  ‘Visual & Performing’  
  (Melbourne Dec 2008) 

 Dance within PE 

 Decline in tertiary 
courses offered 



Context for the dance writing… 
  World Dance Alliance (WDA) Chapters:  

 Americas, Europe, Asia-Pacific (all Ausdance 
 members); 
 Africa, Middle East chapters developing? 

  dance and the Child international (daCi) 

  World Alliance for Arts Education (WAAE)  
 + UNESCO World Conferences on Arts Education 
 (Portugal 2005, Seoul 2010):  

  WDA-AP has led inclusion of a dance organisation 



Developments in education:  

  National: Early Years Learning Framework + ACARA 
  National Professional Standards for Teachers +  
  Graduate Teacher Standards  AITSL 
  Minimum standard that graduates are required to 

demonstrate: 
  Professional knowledge > practice > engagement 
  be well prepared with knowledge of subject content  
  know how to teach that content to a diverse range of students  
  have a high level of practical experience before functioning as 

an independent professional 



Draft Arts Shape Paper… 
 A foundational dance curriculum for ALL F-8 

 Changing culture – an entitlement for ALL 

 Opportunities to specialise 9-10 and 11-12 

 Refer to the draft F-12 Dance learning… 



Implica:ons	  country-‐wide?	  Resources?	  
Imagina:ve	  ways	  forward…	  



Consultation feedback report concerns: 
 References to 

anatomy and body 
type? 

 Strands? 
 generating, realising, 

responding 
 performing, 

composing, 
appreciating 

 Early primary years: 
learning of structured 
dance forms? 



Consultation dance feedback: 
5% of survey respondents nationally and 16% of formal 
submissions identified as responding from a dance 
perspective. A dance perspective was identified in the 
responses from every state and territory.  

Key feedback for dance:  
  use terminology specific to dance  
  review the proposed notation which was considered 

outdated by some states and territories  
  include listening  
  expectations of learning in dance in F - 2 are too 

advanced and not realistic.  



Teachers and standards… 
generalists specialists 

  Pre-service teachers 

  Professional learning 

  Pre-service teachers 

  Professional learning 



‘ 

Students and achievement standards 
 Assessment and reporting? Online… My School? 

 F-8 curriculum presented in bands  
 (F-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8) 

  9-10 and 11-12: jurisdictions and VET sector as 
providers in some States  

 Strands NOT to be used for achievement 
standards – dance specific 



daCi/WDA Global Summit 2012: 
‘Dance, young people and change’ 

 Taipei National University for the Arts 

 www.daCiWDAinTaiwan.org 



Hours?? 
  ‘Arts curriculum will be written on the assumption of about 

160 hours in each band of schooling for all students’... 

  160 hours for each band = 640 total hours for Arts over 9 
years 

  9 years = 71.1 hours per year for the arts = 14.2 hours 
per year, for each art form 

  Each art form will have 128 hours in total over the 9 years 
  This is about 1.75 hours (105 minutes approx) of the 

timetable per week for the arts  if schools have 40 weeks 
per year. 

  This means 21 minutes per week per art form 



Minimum arts entitlement for all… 
  21 minutes per week per art form is figure causing 

consternation.  
  However it’s being suggested that not all art forms need 

weekly delivery. 

  If all schools delivered 14.2 hours of dance per year as a 
minimum, this would be a significant increase for almost all 
Australian children.  

  This could be delivered in many ways eg: 
  one whole term of dance OR two separate half terms of dance 

units,  OR 4 weeks of 35 minute sessions over the 4 terms in 
the lower primary years – let’s be creative with our approach to 
implementing the dance entitlement for ALL  



Need for research in dance: 
  education 

 pedagogy 

  curriculum 


